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Background

• Corporal punishment, sexual harassment and abuse, 
discriminations are some of the forms of violence 
prevailing in the schools.

• Last 20-30 years, corporal punishment experienced by 
the students from teachers has been in declining trend.

• Not only are children physically and psychologically 
affected by corporal punishment, violence in schools and 
fear of teachers contributes significantly to children 
dropping out of school.

• Every day, in Nepal, children are beaten in their schools 
as a means of discipline. 



Background

• The new Constitution of Nepal, promulgated in 
September 2015, guarantees school as violence-free site 
for education but we still need to wait how it translated 
into reality.

• Many of the laws are contradictory, and enforcement is 
half-hearted. It is rare that teachers who have been 
found guilty of using corporal punishment have been 
punished. 

• In order to end the violence against children in school 
setting, a number of efforts are made from the civil 
society organizations



Understanding Violence’s Different Forms

• Violence against children manifests in 
different forms and levels. The first level of 
violence is from teachers. This includes both 
physical punishment (i.e. beating) and 
psychological (i.e. scolding students, making 
them feel guilty, etc.). 



Understanding Violence’s Different 
Forms

• The second level of violence comes from the 
peers themselves.  For example, while going 
to or from school, female students become 
the victims of harassment, sexual abuse, and 
coarse language from their male counterparts. 
Even within the school settings, in front of 
peers and teachers, the male students 
humiliate the female students for their 
supposedly “low” confidence and physical 
performance. 



Understanding Violence’s Different 
Forms

• In the rural areas (sometimes in the urban areas 
also), the underprivileged communities—Dalits or 
marginalized ethnic groups—may experience 
tacit forms of violence that are embedded in 
peculiar interactions, bodily gestures, seating 
positions, class/exam performances, and so on. 
For example, it is not surprising experience to see 
a Dalit student seated in the last bench of the 
class because of his/her social marginalization, 
however heart wrenching it may be. 



Understanding Violence’s Different 
Forms

• These multiple forms and manifestations of 
violence only suggest that we need to pay 
attention to the width and depth of them that 
are situated in various places—not just 
schools alone—and our efforts to eliminate 
them need to reflect on eliminating the 
discriminations and inequalities based on 
caste, ethnicity, class, geographical locations, 
gender. 



Government and Civil Society Engagement in 
Creating Violence-free Schools

GON,

• New Constitution in September 
2015- CR as the fundamental rights

• In the process of Children Law/Act 
amendment that guarantee schools 
violence free zone. 

•Leading campaign against corporal 
punishment as the part of regional 
campaign promoted by SAIEVAC. 

•Adopted Schools are Zones of Peace 
(SZOP) National Framework and 
Implementation Guideline, 2068 
(2010).  



Government and Civil Society Engagement in 
Creating Violence-free Schools

• Government with the collaboration with civil 
society organizations is operating Child 
Helpline (1098)

• This mechanism has been effective to provide 
the emergency support as well as creating 
awareness against violence in the school 
setting. 

• Helpline has been as regional mechanism.  



Government and Civil Society Engagement in 
Creating Violence-free Schools

Civil Society efforts, (CWIN)
-Researches in schools
supporting schools to develop their School Child Protection 

Policy (SCPP).
In this process sharing programme in schools is organized with 

participation of School Management Committee (SMC) 
members, parents, teachers, and child clubs are oriented 
about child protection, school child protection policy and 
its importance. 

School Child Protection Committee (SCPC) too formed in each 
school under SMC. The committee included representatives 
from SMC, parent, teacher and child club. The committee 
forms the SCPP suitable for their respected schools and 
monitors its implementation level on regular basis. 



Government and Civil Society Engagement 
in Creating Violence-free Schools

• Message boxes to drop students concerns. 

• Confidentiality of the problems was highly 
maintained within the committee members. The 
committees usually open the box once in two weeks 
and try to address the problem. 

• This has been effective. 

• They have come across many big abuse cases which 
students usually hide among themselves. 



Government and Civil Society Engagement 
in Creating Violence-free Schools

-Child Clubs established in schools have done 
great job to create safe school environment.

CWIN like civil society organizations are 
promoting child clubs in the schools settings.  



Government Engagement and Civil Society in 
Creating Violence-free Schools

CZOPP- National Coalition for 
Children as Zones of Peace and 
Child Protection (CZOPP), initiated 
during the Maoist insurgency is 
continuously putting its efforts to 
end violence in schools. As the 
effect of this campaign GoN has 
adopted SZOP National 
Framework and Implementation 
Guideline, 2068 (2010). 



Role of School Management 
Committee to End Violence in Schools 
• SMC structure- School Management Committee (SMC) 

is for effective management of the school. 

• Formed with 7-9 members in the committee, it holds 
bimonthly meetings (some schools hold more than a 
meeting in two months, if necessary). The members in 
the committee include three parents of the students, 
among which one member has to be a female, 
principal of the school, one member who is an 
education expert, one member who donates land or 
cash for the school, one teacher member and one 
member who is a community leader or a social worker. 



Role of School Management 
Committee to End Violence in Schools 
• Role of SMCs, 
The SMC generally makes decisions on what resources to 

collect and allocate for the new buildings, maintenance of 
the buildings, amenities of the schools, and so on. It can 
also make decisions on the transfer of teachers, which will 
later have to get approval from the District Education Office 
(DEO) before it can come into effect. In the absence of the 
locally elected representatives for the local governments, it 
is really hard to communicate between the schools and the 
concerned bodies and departments under which they fall. 
For example, in the case of serious abuse or punishment of 
students by teachers, the SMC can make some decisions. 
But, it cannot take legal actions against the perpetrators. 
This reflects the dire necessity of the local.  



Role of Local Government to End Violence in 
School

• Village Development Committees (VDCs) and 
Municipalities are the grass root elected bodies in 
Nepal. 

• No local body election for last two decades. Not 
having the elected body, the local bodies are 
functional largely by the government employees 
who seek the all party consensus for the 
decisions on resource mobilization and 
development. 

• In this scenario, they (local bodies) are not 
effective enough for the monitoring of the local 
institutions like schools.  We should have people-
elected representatives. 



Concluding Remarks

• We need to contextualize violence in the broader sense. 
Addressing violence within school will be a significant 
necessary step to preventing it, but it will not be a sufficient 
one unless we have grounded understanding of local 
realities that exist beyond the school. Schools form only a 
part—though very significant one—of holistic social reality. 
So, limiting our policies to the schools alone, and 
understanding schools in isolation will not serve too much. 
What we need the most is the framework to understand 
how violence and its prevention in the school contexts are 
related to its dynamic manifestations in the familial and 
societal levels. Given the specificity of social reality, the 
policies and programs in preventing violence in schools 
should be: 1) culturally sensitive and specific; and 2) in line 
with the policies and programs aimed to eliminating all 
forms of violence in society at large. 


